
 

 

  

INTERPRETATION NOTE: 
APPENDIX A2 RULE A12.1(A)  
TE KAUWHATA STRUCTURE 
PLAN AREA (WAIKATO SECTION) 
VERSION 1 – 20/01/2017  

1. The issue 

Questions have been asked in regard to the implementation and interpretation of Appendix A2 rule 

A12.1(a) insofar as it relates to roads in the Te Kauwhata Structure Plan area.  

The District Plan does not define ‘road’. In addition, Local Roads ‘A’ and ‘B’ are not as distinctly 

identified as other roads are in Table 8 Road Hierarchy. This has led to confusion as to which roads in 

the Te Kauwhata Structure Plan area are Local Roads ‘A’ and ‘B’. 

2. The rule 

Appendix A2 rule A12.1(a) Manoeuvring space states:  

Any activity is a permitted activity if on-site manoeuvring space is provided so that  

no vehicle is required to reverse to or from a road, or a shared access, and… 

 

Appendix A2 rule A12.1 Manoeuvring space has an exemption stating:  

Note: (a) does not apply to Local Roads 'A' and 'B' in any of the Living Zones in the Te Kauwhata Structure Plan 

area, or to residential dwellings in the Rangitahi Living Zone. 

3. Interpretation 

 Rule A12.1(a) does not apply to any site within any of the Living Zones in the Te Kauwhata 

Structure Plan area where the vehicle access is onto a Local Road A or B either directly or via a 

shared access way. 

 Rule A12.1(a) does apply to any site outside of any of the Living Zones or where the vehicle 
access is onto a Collector or Arterial road either directly or via a shared access way. 

 A shared access way is a shared Right of Way or private access lot, while a cul-de-sac is a road as 

is any other road that has been vested to Council. 
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DOES THIS AFFECT ME? 

This note affects anyone proposing to build on a site in the Te Kauwhata Structure Plan area. 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR ME? 

This note helps determine whether or not you need to provide onsite manoeuvring space so that vehicles 

are not required to reverse out of the site. 

 



 

 

 
  

 The Living Zones in the Te Kauwhata Structure Plan area include the Living Zone, Living Zone 
Te Kauwhata West, Living Zone Te Kauwhata Ecological and New Residential.  

 Local Roads A and B are not limited to the indicative roads A and B on the planning maps, they 

are any road with an ADT <1500. 

 The road hierarchy in Te Kauwhata is defined using the ADT values in Table 8A of the District 
Plan, it is not defined solely by using the indicative roads on the planning maps. 

In practice, rather than figuring out if the road is a Local Road A or B, it is easier to determine that 

it is not a Collector or Arterial road. As at the time of writing, properties seeking vehicle access to 

the following roads are not exempt from Rule A12.1(a): 

o Te Kauwhata Rd (from SH 1 to Main Rd) and Waerenga Rd (from Main Rd to Okaeria 

Rd) as these are Arterial Roads as per Table 8.  

o The two indicative roads identified as Collector Roads on the planning maps (the 

partially constructed Bragato Way, and the yet-to-be-constructed link to the proposed 

bypass; south of Te Kauwhata Road running parallel and some 150m west of the railway 

line).  

o The proposed Arterial Route bypass (starting at Waerenga Road and finishing at Te 

Kauwhata Road) as this is a Collector Road as per Table 8A. 

Appendix A of this Interpretation Note is a figure which highlights all these roads (apart from the 

proposed Arterial Route bypass) and the living zones. 

4. Explanation 

Appendix A is the means by which to determine the hierarchy of any road in the Te Kauwhata 

Structure Plan area. Road hierarchy is defined as "the categories of roads set out in Appendix A 

(Traffic)".   

Existing roads are identified individually in the road hierarchy as their start and finish points are 

known. As it is difficult to identify upfront in a district plan the start and finish points for roads to 

be built in the future, rather than identifying them individually, the ‘Road - Predominant Traffic 

Function’ column in Table 8A is used to categorise such roads using their estimated average daily 

traffic (ADT) volumes. This then identifies the type of road cross-section that will be applied to a 

subdivision (refer Figure 4B3) and whether rule A12.1(a) applies. 

Table 8A identifies the "Road Hierarchy – within Te Kauwhata Structure Plan” as follows: 

 

 

 

 

The Structure Plan Boundary is shown on the planning maps as such: 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

  

5. Reasoning 

 Chapter 29 under the Explanation and Reasons for the “Manoeuvring space” rule states: 

On-site manoeuvring is required to avoid vehicles reversing onto busy roads, which can result in significant 

adverse effects on traffic safety. 

Local Roads “A” and “B” within the Te Kauwhata Structure Plan will have low traffic volumes and therefore 
on-site manoeuvring is not required. 

The section 32 report for the Te Kauwhata plan change indicates that the key reason for the rule 

exemption is to allow the Te Kauwhata design rules (which apply to all properties within the 

structure plan area) to be more easily implemented. 

6. Potential implementation issues 

There are some issues with this interpretation. These include: 

1. A road may change over time from Local Road B to Local Road A or change to a Collector 

or Arterial Route. It is assumed a change to a Collector road would be a slow process and 

the district plan could adapt.  

2. There is only a 1.5m building setback from right of ways and shared access ways, so 

vehicles will be able to reverse onto the carriageway before the driver has visibility into the 

right of way. Unlike road boundaries there are no fencing restrictions on a right of way 

boundary to mitigate this. 

3. The planning maps can be used to help identify indicative roads other than Local Roads A 

or B.  

4. Roads are not always formed on the indicative line and some care is needed to identify 

them. This should be done in conjunction with the consent planner who processed the 

subdivision consent. The Predominant Traffic Function in Table 8A should be used to guide 

this. A key example is Bragato Way - see Figure 1. Bragato Way is a Collector Road which, 

although travels further south than the indicative line intended, it is planned to veer back 

west towards the indicative road line. For the purposes of Appendix A2 rule A12.1, 

Bragato Way is a Collector Road and Bluebell Place is a Local Road B. 

Figure 1 – Bragato Way – a Collector Road 

 

 



 

 

 
 

7. Disclaimer 

The preparation of this Interpretation Note involved thorough discussion between key policy and 

consents staff. The policy team’s perspective is that the intention of the Note in Appendix A2 Rule 

A12.1 was to refer to the indicative road lines on the planning maps (line of thought: the rule 

exemption was new and therefore only applied to roads designed under the new road cross-

sections). Although there was not consensus, an agreement was reached to document this 

Interpretation Note but acknowledge that, although perhaps not the intention, for practical 

purposes it is best to be interpreted as is set out in this note. 

 

 


