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Annexure 3 - Relief Sought 

1. In this Annexure we detail the relief sought by Bathurst and BT. 

2. The relief sought is either from the submission made by Bathurst and BT 

(Submission), or the amendments proposed by the Section 42A Report for Hearing 

18.  We have identified whether the relief sought is from the Submission of the 

Section 42A for Hearing 18. 

3. Proposed additions are identified by underline, while proposed deletions are 

identified by strike-through.  Where retention as notified is sought, we have not 

detailed the provision in full, and where a provision is completely replaced (such as 

Policy 5.3.7) we have not included a strike-through of the notified version. 

Chapter 1 – Introduction 

4. Bathurst and BT continue to seek the relief sought in their Submission in relation to 

Chapter 1 – Introduction, being: 

(a) Amend clause (a)(viii) to 1.4.2.3 as follows: 

A perceived decline in the mining sector which needs to be addressed by 

making provision for existing mining activities to expand while addressing, 

with coal resources in particular becoming increasingly difficult and expensive 

to access, as well as public concerns about the around environmental 

impacts of coal and mineral mining in the region, are a concern, considering 

its share of the district’s GDP. 

(b) Retain clause 1.4.3 (a) as notified. 

(c) Retain clause 1.4.3.1 as notified. 

(d) Retain clause 1.4.3.2 (a) – (c) as notified. 

(e) Amend clause 1.5.7.7 as follows: 

The district plan recognises the national and regional importance of existing 

… The plan addresses the positive and adverse effects of energy 

infrastructure and development and makes provision for the continued supply 

of coal by recognising and making provision for future expansion of existing 

coal mines. 
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Chapter 5 – Rural Environment  

5. Bathurst and BT support the following amendments proposed by the Section 42A 

Report for Hearing 18: 

(a) New Policy 5.3.2: 

Policy 5.3.2 – Contributing elements to rural character and amenity 

values 

(a) Recognise that rural character and amenity values vary across the 

Waikato District resulting from the combination of the natural and 

physical resources present, including the location and extent of 

established and permitted activities. In particular, the District’s rural 

environment is characterised by: 

(i) Market gardens and intensive horticulture, especially around 

Tuakau; 

(ii) Dairy farming and equine activities in an open pastoral 

landscape on flat to gently rolling land; 

(iii) Extensive sheep and beef farming, exotic forestry, and native 

bush areas on steeper hillslopes; 

(b) Recognise that elements that characterise an area as rural, from 

which desired amenity is derived, include the predominance of: 

(i) A landscape dominated by openness and vegetation; 

(ii) Significant visual separation of dwellings and rural-related farm 

buildings between neighbouring properties; 

(iii) Occasional community facilities, agricultural produce 

processing facilities, intensive farming, rural-related 

commercial and industrial activities, network infrastructure, and 

mineral extraction, with such activities integrated into a 

predominantly open space landscaped setting; and 

(iv) Natural character elements of waterways, wetlands, water 

bodies, indigenous vegetation, and natural landforms, 

including the coastal environment along the District’s western 

edge. 
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(c) Recognise that rural productive activities in rural areas including 

farming, horticulture, intensive farming, plantation forestry, and rural 

industry, network infrastructure, and mineral extraction activities, can 

produce noise, odour, dust, visual and traffic effects consistent with an 

anticipated rural working environment, and that may be noticeable to 

residents and visitors in rural areas. 

(b) Amended Policy 5.3.7: 

5.3.7 Policy – Separation of incompatible activities 

(a) Contain adverse effects as far as practicable within the site where the 

effect is generated, including through the provision of adequate 

separation distances between the activity and site boundaries. 

(b) Ensure that the design and location of new sensitive land uses 

achieves adequate separation distances to mitigate potential reverse 

sensitivity effects on lawfully-established productive rural activities, 

intensive farming, rural industry, strategic infrastructure, extractive 

activities, or Extraction Resource Areas. 

(c) Amended Policy 5.4.2: 

Policy 5.4.2 – Access to minerals and extractive industries 

Policy 5.4.2 – Management of extractive activities 

(a) Provide for extractive activity only where Enable extractive industries 

provided that adverse effects are appropriately avoided, remedied or 

mitigated; and where this is not possible off-set or compensated. 

(b) Protect access to, and extraction of, mineral, aggregate and coal 

resources by: 

(i) Identifying lawfully established extractive activity industries in 

Aggregate Extraction Areas and Coal Mining Areas on 

planning maps; 

(ii) Identifying the site of a potential extractive activity industry 

within an Aggregate Extractive Resource Area on planning 

maps; 

(c) Ensure that lawfully established extractive activity industries are not 

compromised by new subdivision, use or development; 
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(d) Avoid the location of any sensitive land use within specified building 

setbacks buffer areas which otherwise risks the effective operation of 

a site within an Aggregate Extraction Area, Coal Mining Area, or 

Extractive Resource Area lawfully established extractive industry. 

Chapter 13 – Definitions 

6. Bathurst and BT support the definitions of Extractive Activity, Mineral and Reverse 

Sensitivity proposed in the Section 42A Report for Hearing 18.  In particular: 

(a) Extractive Activity: 

Means taking, winning or extracting by whatever means, the naturally 

occurring minerals (including but not limited to coal, rock, sand, and gravel) 

and peat from under or on the land surface. This may include one or more of 

the following: 

a) excavation, blasting, processing (crushing, screening, washing, 

chemical separation and blending); 

b) the storage, distribution and wholesale sale of minerals, coal or 

aggregates to industry; 

d) the removal, stockpiling and deposition of overburden; 

e) treatment of stormwater and wastewater; 

f) ancillary earthworks; 

f) landscaping and rehabilitation work, including clean filling; 

g) ancillary buildings and structures (such as weighbridges, laboratories, 

site offices and residential accommodation necessary for security and 

custodial purposes; 

h) internal roads and access tracks; and 

i) quarrying activities. 

The term includes the processing by such means as screening, crushing, or 

chemical separation of minerals at or near the site, where the minerals have 

been taken, won or excavated. 

The term also includes the removal, stockpiling and filling of overburden 

sourced from the same site. 
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It includes all activities and structures associated with underground coal 

gasification, including pilot and commercial plants and the distribution of gas. 

It excludes prospecting and exploration activities. 

It does not include a farm quarry or ancillary rural earthworks. 

(b) Mineral: 

Has the same meaning as in section 2 of the Crown Minerals Act 1991. 

Means a naturally-occurring inorganic substance beneath or at the surface of 

the earth, whether or not under water; and includes all metallic minerals, non-

metallic minerals, fuel minerals – including coal, precious stones, industrial 

rocks and building stones, and a prescribed substance within the meaning of 

the Atomic Energy Act 1945. 

For clarity, mineral for the purpose of the Plan includes coal and aggregate. 

(c) Reverse Sensitivity: 

Means the effect on existing lawful activities from the introduction of new 

sensitive land uses that may lead to restrictions on existing lawful activities as 

a consequence of complaints. 

Chapter 22 – Rural Zone 

7. Bathurst and BT continue to seek the relief sought in their Submission in relation to 

exploration and prospecting.  In particular, Bathurst and BT seek: 

(a) A new permitted activity as follows: 

Activity Activity Specific Condition 

Px Exploration and Prospecting (a) All drilling is limited to 150mm in 

diameter and a density of one drill 

site per hectare. 

(b) Scout trenching or sampling by 

hand methods, or by mechanical 

means where there is existing 

access to the area to be trenched 

or sampled, or by the use of 

explosives where the aggregate 

length of the samples taken using 
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explosives does not exceed [50] 

linear metres of sample per 

hectare. 

(c) Geophysical surveys not using 

explosives. 

(d) Where areas are disturbed, 

topsoil shall be stockpiled and 

replaced over such areas, and the 

site shall be rehabilitated and 

restored generally to its original 

condition. 

(b) A new restricted discretionary activity as follows: 

Activity Matters of Discretion 

RDx Exploration and Prospecting 

that does not comply with 

rule 22.1.2 P13 

(a) Distance to boundaries. 

(b) Effects on waterbodies, riparian 

margins and wetlands. 

(c) Total area of disturbance, 

(d) Effects of bulk and location of 

stockpiling. 

(e) Hours of operation. 

(f) Protection of Significant Natural 

Areas. 

(g) Effects on the life supporting 

capacity and functioning of 

indigenous ecosystems. 

(h) Site restoration. 

(i) Noise control. 

(j) Financial contributions relating to 

landscaping, land restoration and 

roading. 

(c) Deletion of Rule 22.1.5 NC2. 
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8. Bathurst and BT support the following amendments proposed by the Section 42A 

Report for Hearing 18: 

(a) New Rule 22.1.3 RD7: 

Activity Matters of Discretion 

RD7 An extractive activity or 

waste management activity 

located within an Aggregate 

Extraction Area, Coal 

Mining Area or Extractive 

Resource Area. 

(a) Council’s discretion is restricted 

to the following matters: 

(i) effects on rural character and 

amenity; 

(ii) location, type and scale of 

development; 

(iii) nuisance effects including: 

dust, noise, vibration, odour and 

light spill; 

(iv) industry best practice and 

use of management plans; 

(v) traffic effects; 

(vi) erosion and sediment 

control; and 

(vii) rehabilitation and end use 

including back filling. 

(b) Amended Rule 22.1.4 D7: 

D87 An extractive industry activity located outside an Aggregate 

Extraction Area, Coal Mining Area or Extractive Resource Area. 

(c) Amended Rule 22.3.7.2 P1: 

P1 (a) Any building for a sensitive land use must be set back a 

minimum of: 

… 

(iv) 200m from an Aggregate Extraction Area or Extractive 

Resource Area containing a sand resource; 
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(v) 500m from an Aggregate Extraction Area or Extractive 

Resource Area containing a rock resource, or a Coal Mining 

Area; 

… 

Mapping 

9. Bathurst and BT seek accurate mapping of the Coal Mining Area over ‘lawfully 

established’ coal mining activities, including activities authorised by Coal Mining 

Licences, Coal Mining Permits and Exploration Permits, as demonstrated in the 

annexures to the evidence of Mr Pilcher. 

10. Bathurst and BT also support the amendment of the Aggregate Resource Area to the 

an Extractive Resource Area as proposed in the Section 42A Report for Hearing 18 

and, in accordance with their Submission, seeking the mapping of the Extractive 

Resource Area over the District’s nationally significant coal deposits – which are 

identified in the annexure to the evidence of Mr Pilcher. 


