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1 Rebecca Alexander Yes Fantastic positive and proactive progression for the area. Can 
not wait!!!!   

2 Patricia Mills Yes 
This facility is necessary due to the very small sections that 
Council has approved of in this area.(See 'additional 
comments' below) 

I will qualify the above with the following:The exercise area would need to be 
fenced, especially if there are other recreational facilities provided for the 
public in this domain. In particular I am thinking of a childrens' play area.  Also, 
if there are residential properties adjoining the off-lead area, then they must 
be protected from run-away dogs! 

4 Jolanda Roe Yes     

5 Vanessa Lepper Yes 

This would be a great way for fellow dog lovers to meet up, 
and exercise their dogs. Having just moved to a new 
community, it's definitely a bonus for the fast developing 
Pokeno area. 

  

6 Nadene Hall Yes 

It's important that with Pokeno growing so quickly, there is a 
useful, local place for dog owners to safely exercise their 
animals where it won't interfere with other members of the 
public. 

  

7 Mark Anderson Yes 

A great resource for the safe exercising of dogs, utilising 
otherwise under utilised space. Good to have more dedicated 
area etc.Fully and strongly support, we would definitely 
use.Great initiative by council! 

Grea idea! 

8 Miles Bertling No 

Hi , please disregard my previous submission regarding the 
proposed dog exercise area in Pokeno. I no longer support 
this. The area proposed has wildlife (ducks and pheasants) 
and stock , cattle , sheep and horses on all sides and the dogs 
will harass these. I think this area is not suitable. Something 
closer to Pokeno village would be much better. 

  

9 Ian Finch Yes 

We live in Tamahere and support any initiative which 
enhances the lifestyle of residents in the area.  We have two 
dogs, are responsible owners, and would make good use of 
the area. 

  

12 Jane Balchin No 

Hi, I just live around the corner from the Pokeno Domain, so 
have used this site to walk the dogs on many occasions 
already.  I do not take my dogs off the lead as the 
neighbouring plots have horses and cows and do not want 
the dogs to chase the animals. I live on 10 acres so can run my 
dogs on my own land.  I cannot see who would use this small 
plot to free run their dogs.  I am not sure it is big enough to 
attract people from the new Pokeno subdivision, they have 
some great paths included in the subdivision in which to walk 
dogs.  The Pokeno Domain is not very large and part of it is 
quite steep/rutted. Not sure that people would drive from 
Pokeno to utilize such a small area of land. 

  

14 Pauline McLeod No 

I am concerned about this area being a off lead dog exercise 
area as the Pokeno domain is surrounded by rural properties. 
Which still are working farms with stock. And if a dog 
managed to get through a fence and bother stock there is the 

  



possibility of not a good outcome for the dog and owners.  If 
this was to go ahead I feel that the domain would need new 
dog proof fencing. 

15 Martin Norman Yes Good space and close to us! 

Pedestrian access along Avon Road must be a consideration; this is 100kmph 
stretch of road...very dangerous for pedestrians. Implementation of a pathway 
along Avon Road and a reduction in the speed limit are necessary to keep 
pedestrians (and their canine companions) safe. 

22 Lucy Catchpole Yes Definitely needed!! Just wish it was in walking distance to the 
Pokeno development   

25 Peter Roach Yes An important part of being able to safely manage a dog   

26 Miles Bertling No 

Hi , please disregard my previous submission regarding the 
proposed dog exercise area in Pokeno. I no longer support 
this. The area proposed has wildlife (ducks and pheasants) 
and stock , cattle , sheep and horses on all sides and the dogs 
will harass these. I think this area is not suitable. Something 
closer to Pokeno village would be much better. 

  

27 Claudia Duffus Yes 
Pokeno is growing rapidly and dogs need to have the 
opportunity to stretch their legs and play with other dogs 
without the restraint of leashes or tiny backyards. 

The use of the Pokeno Domain is great as it is not in a highly populated area, 
has trees for shade and is a beautiful but under utilised area.However, this 
area must be connected by footpaths from the Pokeno Township and new 
subdivisions, otherwise it is unsafe to walk there and hence can only be 
accessed by car safely, which would minimise the amount of people who 
would use this facility.Also more parking would be required as this is very 
limited, and cause problems when the tennis club is being used. 

29 Amanda Robertson Yes 
I would just like to submit my opinion on the dog walking 
area in PokenoI think it's a great idea and should defiantly go 
ahead. 

  

31 Maria Moselen Yes I think the locations are great and yaaay somewhere else to 
walk my doggy.    

32 Kimberly Dow Yes 

I think it would be fantastic to have an off leash doe exercise 
area in Pokeno. There are lots of local residents in Pokeno 
and having an area the dogs can have a good run and play 
with other dogs and responsible dog owners is a great idea. 

  

34 Pip Hackett Yes Need for a dog exercise area locally   

36 Lesley Cooper Yes 

Dogs need a safe open area where they can run and just 'be 
dogs' Most sections in the pokeno aren't big enough for dogs 
to have a good run around and there is no opportunity for 
them to safely socialise with other dogs. The area in Pokeno 
will cater for both Pokeno residents and the Kowhai Downs 
subdivision. We are about to build in the area and would love 
a dedicated dog excercise area. 

Public areas like this are a great way for people in the community to get to 
know each other as well as their dogs ! We need as much open space in 
subdivisions so we can all get out and enjoy our local community. 

37 Simon Perry Yes We are dog owners with three dogs. We have nowhere to 
exercise them, the nearest place is Cambridge   

39 Diane Wynne-Jones No 

The location is stupid.  The area of subdivision is 2 kms from 
the proposed site so people would either have to get in their 
cars to drive the dogs there or walk there (2 kms) in which 
case the dog has already been exercised.  The idea is good 
but should be within a short walking distance of the 
populated subdivision where it is most needed and where the 
houses are all on small sections. 

  



40 Melanie Epere Yes 

Would love it if there could be an off leash area for dogs to 
play in Pokeno.  I like the area selected, looks good and still 
handy enough to Pokeno township.As long as it's fully fenced, 
there are rubbish bins and maybe bag dispensers for poop 
scooping that'd be great. (Hopefully users would be 
responsible enough to use both)  

  

41 Bob Holderness-
Roddam Yes 

I have a Google alert on dog parks, as this is one of my 
research areas.  As a life long dog owner-carer, I fully support 
the provision of properly designed, planned and managed off-
leash dog parks. 

There are, however, a couple of issues with dog exercise areas alongside 
rivers.  These are:1. Erosion of river banks by regular entry/exit of dogs.  The 
Itchin Navigation in England dealt with this problem by constructing concrete 
entry/exit points for dogs into the river.2. Dog faeces in waterways.  This may 
result in increased nutrients, leading to algal growth.  It is also recognised that 
mammals such as otters and seals are susceptible to diseases such as canine 
distemper, parvo virus and leptospirosis.  These may be transmitted by faeces 
from diseased dogs entering waterways.  Whilst I realise there are no otters in 
NZ, seals may become infected if enough contaminated water reaches 
estuaries.  

42 Rachelle Baker No 

They are too far away from the majority of residents in 
Pokeno, walking access is hard as there is no footpath and 
they are surrounded by livestock and inadequate fencing to 
ensure that the dogs would not get through and attack sheep 
etc. 

I would really love there to be a dog exercise area in Pokeno but feel this 
proposed site is a poor choice for the above reasons. Somewhere closer to the 
majority of residents would be preferable. 

43 Glenda O'Donnell Yes     

44 Jennifer Miller No 

The proposed Pokeno dog exercise area is 1) too far and thus 
inconvenient from what is likely the majority of new residents 
and registered dogs. At present it requires a car trip from 
Pokeno Village Estate (PVE) and will be the same for those in 
the new Helensee block and the main town of Pokeno. 2) 
There is no footpath or available safe walking track to get 
there from the main Pokeno mainstreet area, PVE and 
Helensee block areas. This is a serious health and safety issue 
in addition to being an access issue as access requires a 
vehicle which will exclude some users. 3) The area currently 
has livestock there which is not suitable for a free dog 
exercise area. Similarly, the proposed site will require fencing 
to be upgraded.No comments for Tamahere as it is unlikely 
we will use it on a regular basis. Something more central to 
the main street and new developments should be considered 
in lieu of the proposed area? Perhaps in the walkway areas or 
closer to the highway between PVE stages? Something closer 
would likely be used more. 

  

45 Krista Augustin Yes 

Dog exercise areas give dogs the opportunity to socialise with 
other dogs. Some properties don't have sufficient land for 
their dog to get enough exercise so getting a designated area 
will benefit both the dogs and help their owners get out 
exercising. 

  

47 Jenni Fenwick Yes 

Yes please we would definitely make use of it regularly. Our 
dog loves the water all year around, and the roads around 
Tamahere aren't always footpathed for dog walks. Unless 
there's official dog exercise areas people often let their dog 
off leash somewhere convenient anyway which is disruptive 
to the general public. 

  



48 Wendy Sheridan-Smith Yes 

As a dog owner who always walks dogs on leash it would be 
lovely to have a dedicated area where our dogs can play and 
exercise with other dogs. It will add to the sense of 
community that Pokeno already has. We love living here and 
this park will just enhance all our lives - 2 legged and 4 legged. 

We are very grateful to the thoughtful way that Pokeno is being developed, so 
far the heart of the place remains intact. We moved here because of the 
atmosphere we didn't want to move to an area without heart. 

49 Jennie Graham Yes 
We have a puppy and would love a safe off leash area to take 
her to have a run and a play with other dogs.  Our daughter 
also frequently visits with her dog and would also love it. 

  

50 Juliet McGurk No 

I live on Avon Road and we already have a lot of problems 
with noisy dogs. All the people in the vincinity have dogs and 
a lott of them bark all hours. I am concerned that we will have 
an increase in this noise.I also don't want to see an increase 
in traffic hurtling down our narrow road at 100km. 

  

52 chris young Yes 

because it's a long drive to Leamington to the only other 
secure dog exercise area.Because the river is a beautiful 
resource that should be available to all.  Especially in the 
summer, it'll be a good place for hot dogs to cool off. 

  

80 Jugum Tayla Yes 

There is no designated safe dog exercise area in 
Tamahere.The Te Awa reserve is safe, away from schools and 
busy roads.Historically, all the neighbours have used the Te 
Awa reserve as a dog exercise area, and we would like this to 
be formally recognized.A dog exercise area is important for 
both dog and human social interaction. Ideal for a 
neighbourhood park.  

The Te awa Reserve is primarily used by dog walkers-%95 of usage would be 
dog walkers.The dog exercise area should be extended to indicate all the Te 
Awa reserve up river walk down river.See original submission map for a 
suggested new area 

84 Rowena Harper Yes It is a great idea to provide space for dogs to exercise - a great 
initiative.  Not that we have one!!!! 

Please could signage be erected so that dogs MUST remain ON the leash 
through the park / playground area.  There are young children (mine included) 
who frequently run around this park.  Whilst my daughter loves dogs, not all 
dogs love kids, and not all kids love dogs (my son)!!!Signage should point to 
the unleashed areas that you are proposing are for dog exercise along the river 
bank, please... NOT the park / playground. Signage should also require poo to 
be removed and placed in the bins provided.  Hopefully most do, but it might 
pay to remind people! :-) 

101 Yvonne Caldwell No 

Although I am not particularly happy with the proposed Dog 
exercise area, I am aware that we must adjust to change, but 
being a neighbour of the Domain, I am also aware of of its 
present use and wonder if it is wise to mix dogs with the 
grazing cattle, sheep and ground dwelling birds, ie Pheaants 
and Quail. If it is to go ahead, I believe that adjustments will 
be required, but imagine that these have already been 
considered. Will the area be confined and fenced off and 
gates put in place ? Can you guarantee that gates will be 
closed after use ?Will the area be mown ?Will rubbish 
disposal facilities be installed ? Will the local residents be 
pestered with barking dogs and anxious owners ?Have the 
parking issues been addressd ?  There is some concern  about 
Avon Road now that it has become a Bypass road from 
Pokeno to SH2.The traffic has greatly increased with heavy 
traffic joining the cars. Would a special parking area be a wise 
move ?The present user of the Domain must be commended 
for her dedication in keeping the area in its present pristine 
condition, she must be consulted to see that this plan works 
in with her animal care and continued use.When the large 
Pokeno Sub division was planned, why were there no plans 

Incidently, what has come of the proposal to open a Park Over area for Motor 
Homers in the Domain ?  Maybe this could be considered at the same time ! 



for a park provided ?Surely this is an oversight.                                                   
I'm sure that I have overlooked some issues, but others will 
have picked up on them. 

113 Sharon Fisher Yes 
There are not enough off lead dog areas.  I personally believe 
it is not right to have dogs on leads and call it exercise they 
need to run and be free! 

We also require an off lead area in Matangi as currently nothing has been 
organized and it is a fair distance to travel each day to exercise dogs.  Each 
community should have some area to make sure dogs are kept happy and 
healthy 

114 Ursula Edgington Yes 

Dog ownership promoted health and well-being to local 
residents, especially for those elderly people without other 
companions and those suffering from mental health 
problems. Please help support more dog-friendly areas 
(which are free from the ubiquitous poisons in other areas of 
NZ) where people can go to enjoy with their pets and 
families. We also need proper dog-poo bins and easy access 
for wheelchairs and buggies. Thank you!. 

  

120 Stacey Ryland Yes 

Having this dog exercise area in Pokeno would be hugely 
beneficial since there are so many dogs registered in this 
area, to have a park so close to everyone would be amazing. 
Also the fact the Pokeno is growing so rapidly its planning 
ahead for the future. 

  

122 Aaron Pitcaithly Yes 

We have trained and owned many dog throughout our time 
and even more growing up with family. The most important 
factor in training is socialising with as many dogs and people 
as possible, especially within the first few months of getting 
your new dog. We come from a Council in Victoria where an 
enclosed(double gated) area exists with basic agility course, 
water fountains and various different types of 
surfaces(rocky,sandy, uneven etc.) for the dogs to explore. 
Our main support is for an area in which we are surrounded 
by people who are not afraid to experiment with their dogs. 

See original submission for a shared link. 

123 Melanie O'Shannessey Yes Pokeno needs somewhere to let dogs off to run and play. 
I would really like to have somewhere on the estate that I can let my dogs off 
leash as the proposed area is too far away to walk to easily.Ideally a fenced 
area to keep them from running onto the road. 



124 George Clark Yes 

As a resident and ratepayer living in the Te Awa Road, 
Tamahere area for the last 24 years, and as the owner of two 
small dogs, I support the proposed Tamahere dog exercise 
area for the following reasons: - The proposed area along the 
Waikato River is a serene and picturesque walk and the only 
local walk area away from the roads where vehicles often 
exceed the speed limit, and can be dangerous for pedestrians 
walking dogs due to the natural lack of footpaths (which are 
not expected anyway in the country).- Dogs like humans do 
need (and demand) a lot of exercise. As caring owners, we 
walk our dogs twice a day, usually along the path along the 
river.- It is important for dogs to have some degree of 
freedom off the lead but in a controlled manner. The river 
path is an ideal environment for this purpose.- The proposed 
exercise area on council/public land is well clear of residences 
adjoining the walkway. In the years of walking along this path 
the only issue we have encountered has been one resident 
(illegally) putting a fence and gate across the public walkway 
and the dogs owned by that same resident constantly running 
down and barking at anyone and their dogs trying to have a 
peaceful walk. As we used to own three dogs and we met all 
the WDC requirements regarding fencing etc for our 
property, we found it extremely aggravating that these dogs 
were such a nuisance and were not properly fenced or 
controlled.- Other owners of dogs that we know in the vicinity 
of the proposed area are all very responsible residents and 
their dogs do not create problems.- Without this proposed 
area for dogs off the leash, we have nowhere else close by to 
allow dogs to exercise to the full extent that they need.Thank 
you.George Clark 

  

125 Richard Sisan No 

I think the area is too good of an area to be a dog run. It is 
better left as a park, it has good micro climate for the trees. A 
filled in quarry or rubbish tip would be an ideal area. Holcims 
quarry is finishing up soon so that would be an ideal space. If 
there are 70 dogs at Pokeno now which will increase over the 
time this could cause problems with dog fights etc. 

  

136 Kaye Dowling Yes 

Hi we own land that borders the Pokeno Domain and 
received a letter informing us of the proposed dog exercise 
area We have no problem with the Domain being used for 
that purpose but we have cattle and sheep and think that it is 
paramount that the boundary fence is suitable so even the 
most agile dog can not get over or through it The fence at the 
moment is in terrible condition and we have been meaning to 
contact the council about it since we bought the property 2 
years ago.  On several occasions we have had the cattle 
grazing the domain come through into our property and its 
quite difficult to then separate them from our animals.  At 
this time of year it is worse  as we have had more grass than 
the domain and the cattle have broken through to our 
property and not wanted to go back.  there is a gate but very 
difficult to open.  I look forward to talking to someone about 
this and the Dog area.  I can be contacted on 021 2735577 
thanks Kaye and Robert Dowling 48 Baird Road R D 1 POKENO 

  



 


